
Interim Appointments to Committees 

Name of 
Committee

 National Park Authority 

Date 26 May 2020

Report Author Julia Gruffydd 

Job title Democratic Services Manager 

Contact Details 01874 620400 / Julia.gruffydd@beacons-npa.gov.uk 

Purpose of Report To seek interim appointments to committees following the 
reduction of the number of members on the Authority from 
1 April 2020 and defer some decisions to the Annual General 
Meeting

Single Integrated 
Assessment

Not applicable

List of  Enclosures Enclosure 1: Committee membership list showing 
appointments that need to be made

Public Interest Test Not applicable

Recommendations a) To note the changes in membership of the 
Authority from 1 April 2020 as given in Table 1 of 
the report;

b) To note the effect on committee membership as 
at 1 April 2020 outlined in Enclosure 1;

c) To make interim appointments to committees, 
working groups and individual roles at detailed in 
Table 2 of the report.

d) To defer the Authority’s AGM until a time to be 
agreed by the Chair of the Authority and with 
consideration of any continuing guidance on 
COVID-19

mailto:Julia.gruffydd@beacons-npa.gov.uk


1.1 Introduction or Background

a) Appointments

Legislation is now approved (Statutory Instrument to amend Parts 1 and 2 of Schedule 2 
to the National Park Authorities (Wales) Order 1995) and the Authority has reduced 
its numbers from 24 to 18 from 1 April 2020 in line with the recommendation made to 
the then Minister in 2016.

The reductions will be implemented as follows following confirmation from the affected 
authorities:

Table 1: Changes in Membership from 1 April 2020

Authority Member(s) retained from 1 
April 2020

Members stepping down on 
31 March 2020

Powys Cllr P Pritchard Cllr E Durrant
Cllr M Jones Cllr K Laurie-Parry
Cllr G Ratcliffe Cllr I McIntosh*
Cllr E Roderick
Cllr S McNicholas
TBC*

*Cllr McIntosh has advised the Chair that he will be standing down from 1 April 2020.  
A decision on a replacement is currently being considered by Powys and will be 
advised.

Carmarthenshire Cllr A James Cllr K Madge
Monmouthshire Cllr A Webb Cllr M Feakins
Welsh Government Mrs S Holden Mr E Evans (completed term)

Mr C Coppock Mr I Rowat (completed term)
Ms D Perkin (did not request 
a second term)

Julian Stedman
James Marsden

Reappointed for second and 
final term to 31 March 2024

Elizabeth (Liz) Davis
Aled Edwards

Appointed for 4 years to 31 
March 2024

NB. No changes to representation from Blaenau Gwent, Torfaen, Merthyr Tydfil or 
Rhondda Cynon Taf

1.2 Proposals

The committee list at Enclosure 1 shows the gaps in appointments from 1 April.  
While most decisions can reasonably be left until the Annual General Meeting (currently 



scheduled for 26 June 2020 but with a recommendation in this report that it be 
postponed) others will need to be made now to ensure that key decisions/workflow are 
not affected. The Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 
allow National Park Authorities to delay their AGMs until a date of the Chair’s 
choosing, or if five members request that it be held.  All existing positions will continue 
until the AGM.

Interim appointments will be made by verbal nominations and a show of hands pending 
the change in election procedures agreed for the AGM.

In summary the following proposals are recommended to members:

Table 2:  Recommended Actions for Membership

Appointment Recommendation Further Options / 
Notes

Deputy Chair of NPA Not to appoint an interim 
Deputy Chair 

Option to use other Chairs 
as needed and defer 
election to AGM

PAROW Reduce number of members 
from 21 to 18 and all 
members sit

Option to review this once 
the committee has been 
operating for a few 
meetings

Audit and Scrutiny 
Committee 

Replace 3 LA members
Replace 1 WG member

The next meeting of the 
committee is 24 July and if 
the AGM has not been 
held by then we risk not 
being quorate for this 
meeting.

Standards Committee Replace 1 WG member Standards Committee 
could be called urgently at 
any time to consider 
dispensations to speak

Appointments Committee Interim appointments will 
apply (comprised of the 6 
Chairs and Deputies)

Sustainable Development 
Committee

Replace 2 LA members
Replace 1 WG member

There is a meeting 
scheduled for 24 June for 
which members will be 
needed. Committee to 
appoint an interim Chair  
and Deputy at its next 
meeting

Meithrin Mynydd Defer to AGM
Governance and Member 
Development Working 

Defer to AGM



Appointment Recommendation Further Options / 
Notes

Group 
Affordable Housing 
Working Group

Appoint 1 Powys CC 
Member and 1 
Monmouthshire CC 
Member

Policy Working Group Appoint 1 LA member
Appoint any other 
interested members

Officers have 
recommended replacing 
one LA member who has 
left but also opening up to 
any other members wishing 
to join.  This will greatly 
help current work

Waterfalls Task and Finish 
Group

Defer to AGM

Member Champion roles Shadow Champions step up 
where appropriate, 
otherwise defer to AGM

4 posts are affected

National Parks UK If Chair cannot attend then 
Chair of PAROW or ASC 
to deputise

No longer meets as 
decision making body so 
not critical

National Parks Wales If no interim appointment of 
Deputy Chair made then 
Chair of PAROW or ASC 
to attend

Regional Strategic Planning 
Group (SE)

Defer to AGM

Regional Technical 
Statement Member Forum

Defer to AGM

Powys Public Service Board 
Scrutiny Committee

Defer to AGM Need to replace two 
substitutes at the AGM

Biodiversity Information 
Service

Defer to AGM

1.3 Implications

Decisions made on committee membership made will ensure the smooth running of the 
decision making process.  It may have the added benefit of helping members consider 
appointments to be made at the AGM, both in terms of committee membership and 
individual roles/representation.



1.4 Risk

Should decisions not be made then committees may not be quorate, with decisions 
having to be deferred.  This could lead to a reputational risk as well as operational and 
potentially financial implications

1.5 Conclusion

Members are asked to consider making interim appointments in order to effect the 
continuation of decision making.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

a) To note the changes in membership of the Authority from 1 April 2020 
as given in Table 1 of the report;

b) To note the effect on committee membership as at 1 April 2020 outlined 
in Enclosure 1;

c) To make interim appointments to committees, working groups and 
individual roles at detailed in Table 2 of the report;

d) To defer the Authority’s AGM until a time to be agreed by the Chair of 
the Authority and with consideration of any continuing guidance on 
COVID-19


